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Leaders rally 
behind idea 


to overhaul 
Conagra land 


Officials, developers are 
optimistic about plan to 
revamp downtown campus 


By Brap Davis, EMILY NOHR 
AND CINDY GONZALEZ 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS 


The plan would remake Omaha’s 
front door, which once abounded 
with two dozen brick warehouses, 
then became a suburban-style of- 
fice campus for one of the city’s 
biggest companies. 

But if we build it, will they 
come? 

City leaders said they're ea- 
ger to dig into Conagra Brands’ 
$500 million proposal to bring of- 
fice tenants, apartment and condo 
dwellers and shoppers and diners 
to an area east of 10th Street long 
chopped off from the rest of down- 
town. They said the city could help 
with financing, as it has with other 
big redevelopment projects. 

Hines, the Houston-based com- 
pany that Conagra tapped to de- 
velop the campus, certainly has 
the experience to get the work 
done, with 113 projects underway 
around the world, nearly 1,300 
completed properties under its 
belt and $100 billion in assets. 

Still, there are only so many 
people and so many businesses to 


See Conagra: Page 2 
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CALIFORNIA BLACKENS 


THE WASHINGTON Post 


OJAI, Calif. — The Golden State 
continued to burn Friday. 

Raging wildfires again cloaked 
Southern California in nightmarish 
flames and towering smoke visible 
from miles away. 

As the fires raged for a fifth day, 
much of the region also faced a lin- 
gering threat posed by the dense 
pillars of smoke. 

Public health officials warned 
of dangerously bad air quality and 
said it was particularly threaten- 
ing for the elderly, children and 
people with respiratory or heart 


Flames and smoke 

rage for a fifth day 

and are expected to 
continue this weekend 


Above, crews search for hot spots among 
ravaged homes in the Rancho Monserate 
Country Club community Friday in 


smoke advisories, urging people 
to remain indoors when possible. 
Santa Barbara County officials said 
they expected some 50,000 masks 
to be distributed. 

Phil Moyal, an air quality spe- 
cialist in Ventura County, said the 
smoke was causing hazardous con- 
ditions there, especially in the Ojai 
Valley, which is surrounded by 
mountains that trap the smoke. 

“When we say ‘off the charts’ we 
mean off the charts,” Moyal said 
Friday about the air quality mea- 
surements. “I would not want to be 
there too long. ... I would tell people 


conditions. 


Fallbrook, California. The wind-fueled 
blazes have forced tens of thousands of 


to go to Seattle. 


Goodfellows, 1314 Douglas St., Los Angeles County issued evacuations in Southern California. See Wildfires: Page 2 
Suite 600, Omaha, NE 68102 

Donations to date: $198,065.46 
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CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE Not another gift card VIETNAM WAR MIA 


Funds dwindle as millions wait 
for decision on expired program 


By Josep Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — A key health 
insurance program that covers 
millions of low- to moderate-in- 
come children nationwide has 
been in limbo for months because 
of congressional inaction. 

Since the program expired at 
the end of September, states have 
been getting by using dollars left 
over from previous years, but 
some are on the verge of exhaust- 
ing that money. 

Nebraska and Iowa expect to 
run out of funds sometime in the 


spring. 
“For children and families who 
have this coverage, it is an urgent 
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Sibling was a surprise 


Genetic testing website led 
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“Its unprecedented that we are 
now months out from when this 
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to it at some point’ really isn’t a 
good option,” she said. 

The Children’s Health Insurance 
Program has traditionally enjoyed 
bipartisan support, yet Congress 


See CHIP: Page 2 
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Family lays to rest remains 
of pilot missing since 1971 


By Henry J. CORDES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


For nearly a half century, the 
family of Air Force Capt. Daniel 
W. Thomas searched for answers 
to the fate of the pilot who went 
down in Vietnam in 1971, haunted 
by the thought he may have been 
held captive. 

But in the past year came the 
long-sought answers. And in a pri- 
vate family ceremony on Nov. 27, 
the remains of the Danbury na- 
tive were finally laid to rest in his 
southwest Nebraska hometown. 


Daniel Thomas 

The 24-year-old was 
one of three Air 
Force pilots from 
Danbury, Nebraska, 
reported missing in 
action. 


Remarkably, Thomas was one of 
three men from Danbury, popula- 
tion just 140, who were missing in 
action at the close of the Vietnam 
War. With the recent recovery and 
identification of Thomas’ remains 


See MIA: Page 4 
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